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Spending three days at 

the nationõs Capitol, 

the National 

Conference of Black 

Mayors and the Hip 

Hop Caucus held a 

series of events June 

28-30 to advance their 

mission to green 

American cities.   

 

òThe National Conference 

of Black Mayors accepts 

the obligation to actively 

engage in the national 

conversation on clean 

energy and the green 

economy,ó said NCBM 

Executive Director 

Vanessa R. Williams.  

 

The òGreen The City 

Advocacy Summitó was 

the first event held in 

NCBMõs partnership with 

the Hip Hop Caucus on a 

special year -long 

campaign to increase the 

engagement of youth in 

the NCBM Green The 

City Initiative.   

 

òThis generation is 

fighting for its very 

existence,ó said HHC 

President Rev. Lennox 

Yearwood. 

 

The Initiative aims to 

assist African American 

mayors in putting their 

cities on a path to long -

term economic and 

environmental 

sustainability through 

Taking ôGreen The Cityõ  To The Capitol 

Mayors Convene Successful Advocacy Summit 

the development and 

implementation of a 

green city plan.  Local 

initiatives must be 

reinforced by federal 

commitments through 

legislation, resources and 

provisions ñand thus the 

Mayors took their 

message to Capitol Hill.  

 

During a June 29 press 

conference in the 

Congressional Triangle, 

Mayors called on the 

Senate to chart a new 

direction for Americaõs 

future through 

comprehensive climate 

and energy legislation 

that will provide for the 

sustainability of our 

nationõs most 

vulnerable 

communities. CBC Chair 

Rep. Barbara Lee, and 

CBC Energy and 

Environment Task Force 

Co-Chairs Reps. Emanuel 

Cleaver and G.K. 

Butterfield joined the 

group in their call for 

Senate action.  

 

The Mayors also met with 

White House officials and 

Senators to explore 

available tools and 

resources to assist their 

implementation of jobs 

plans and sustainability 

programs.  
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Mayors Meet with The Obama           

Agenda, Environmental Policies 

The three -day Green The City 

Advocacy Summit concluded June 

30th with a meeting at the White 

House to discuss the Obama 

Administrationõs energy agenda 

and its intersections with 

communities of color.  

 

The meetingõs discussion centered 

on the Administrationõs energy 

agenda, its vision for a clean 

energy future, current and 

developing energy policies, local 

environmental and economic 

issues and challenges, and the 

funding and partnership 

opportunities that can address 

and resolve these challenges.  

 

EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson; 

White House Office of 

Intergovernmental Affairs 

Deputy Director David Agnew 

and Associate Director Michael 

Blake; Deputy Director for 

Energy, Environment and 

Technology Greg Nelson in the 

Office of Public Engagement; and 

Department of Education 

Assistant Secretary Glenn 

Cummings made remarks on 

behalf of the Administration.  

 

Representatives were also 

present from the Office of Urban 

Affairs; Recovery Implementation 

Office; the Council on 

Environmental Quality; EPA 

Office of Brownfields and Land 

Revitalization; Department of 

Energy; and the Department of 

Interior.  

 

NCBM Executive Director 

Vanessa R. Williams and Hip 

Hop Caucus President Rev. 

Lennox Yearwood headed the 

delegation of 19 mayors.  
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Topics discussed included the 

Administrationõs Green Cabinet, 

EPAõs priorities and a mechanism 

to facilitate the implementation of 

federal programs; relief efforts in 

the BP oil disaster, the moratorium 

of oil drilling and its impact on 

families and the local economies 

along the Gulf Coast; green jobs 

and workforce development, the 

Recovery Through Retrofit 

initiative, Sustainable 

Communities Partnership Program, 

Clean Water Act enforcement and 

ARRA funding challenges and 

successes.  

 

The Mayors shared best practices 

for leveraging local resources and 

engaging with the EPAõs Local 

Government Advisory Committee 

in order to support their local 

development initiatives.  

 

One of the major problems 

identified by all of the mayors was 

the seemingly intractable barrier 

local governments face in receiving 

federal funding distributed from 

the state level.   

 

As a solution, Administrator 

Jackson shared that the EPA is 

willing to set a meeting with state 

representatives to discuss the flow 

of funding. She also noted that such 

a meeting is scheduled with the 

EPA, Mayor Helenor Bell of 

Haynesville, Ala. and Alabama 

state representatives to discuss the 

funding flow to Haynesville.  

 

òThis Administration has so much 

we want to do with you, but we 

have to keep working at it.  We 

want you to know the commitment 

is there,ó concluded Administrator 

Jackson. 

Administration on Its Energy 

and Communities of Color   

 



for the past 40 years. "Communities of 

color are disproportionately affected. 

We are paying with our lives and 

health, with what polluters are 

putting out in the environment.  It is 

imperative to plug into environmental 

issues within our communities," she 

stressed. 

Gina Wood, Director of Policy and 

Planning for the Joint Center for 

Political and Economic Studies, 

discussed the industry diversity of The 

Green Economy and its economic 

advantages on the African American 

community.  

"We need to look more broadly and 

holistically in partnering for green 

economic development. 

What businesses are in your 

community?" she asked. 

"Janitorial, clothing and 

accessories, sustainable 

design, landscaping, 

printing, publishing, 

environmental tours and 

education --green jobs have 

the potential to be quality, 

family sustaining jobs that 

help improve our 

environment."  

The briefing concluded with an eye -

opening presentation from Frank 

Stewart, President and COO of the 

American Association of Blacks in 

Energy (AABE), on the consequences 

of energy costs and climate change on 

low income families, and the economic 

opportunities available to the African 

American community to mitigate the 

impact. He advocated for the full 

funding of the Low Income Energy 

Assistance Program (LIHEAP); 

consumer education on available 

stimulus funding for weatherization 

and related programs; promotion of 

energy efficiency programs; and an 

understanding of climate change laws.  

The Green The City Advocacy 

Summit opened with a day of 

presentations from industry experts, 

environmental justice activists and 

clean energy advocates, and special 

remarks from William Spriggs, 

Assistant Secretary for Policy for the 

US Department of Labor.  Mayors 

dialogued on the energy efficiency, 

environmental justice and clean 

economy needs of their cities.  

The session began with an 

informative outline of the differences 

in the provisions of key legislation 

proposed by various Senators that 

have formed the debate around a 

comprehensive Senate bill.  The 

policy options presented in these 

bills include carbon -pricing 

instruments in the form of caps on 

the quantity of emissions (cap -and-

trade; cap -and-dividend or baseline -

and-credit); fixed prices for carbon 

(taxes and subsidies); blocks on 

permits for fossil fuel -related 

instruments; and clean and 

renewable energy standards.  

Discussion centered on the economic 

and moral cases for comprehensive 

clean energy legislation, pointing to 

(1) the continuing Gulf Coast oil 

leak; (2) the need to decrease US 

dependence on foreign oil; (3) new 

standards for the investments in 

clean energy technology; and (4) 

the benefits of pollution reduction.  

The health implications of 

traditional sources of energy was 

highlighted by Emily Enderle, 

Legislative Associate with Earth 

Justice, the largest environmental 

law firm in the nation.  She 

highlighted the fact that 60 

percent of African Americans live 

within 30 miles from 

smokestacks, the maximum 

distance set to avoid health 

impacts.  She also upheld the 

need for regulation of emissions in 

accordance with the Clean Air 

Act, which has been on the books 

Policy Briefing Provides Key Insights To Mayors  
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Key Provisions of The 

(Waxman -Markey) 

American Clean Energy and 

Security Act, passed by the 

House of Representatives  

in May of 2009  

 

Mandate new energy -savings 

standards for buildings, appliances 

and industry  

 

Give away up to 85 percent of 

pollution permits in cap and trade 

program  

 

Require utility companies to get 

20% of their electricity from 

renewable sources by 2025 

 

Reduce carbon emissions from 

major U.S. sources by 17% by 2020 

and over 80% by 2050 compared to 

2005 levels. Other included 

measures, like preventing tropical 

deforestations, will contribute to 

significant additional reductions.  

 

New investments in clean energy 

technologies: Energy efficiency and 

renewable energy ($90b by 2025); 

Carbon capture and sequestration 

($60b); Electric and advanced 

technology vehicles ($20b); Basic 

scientific research and 

development ($20b)  

 

Financial incentives to retailers 

who sell high volumes of energy 

efficient appliances  

 

Grants to universities and colleges 

to develop curricula for training in 

renewable energy and climate 

change mitigation professions  

 

Stronger vehicle fuel standards  

 

Development of smart electricity 

grid  

 

Protect consumers from energy 

price increases. The EPA 

estimates that reductions in 

carbon pollution required by the 

legislation will cost American 

families less than a postage stamp 

per day  

Connecting With The CBC  
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 òSustainability has a new color 

code and that color code includes 

us,ó said Congressman Emanuel 

Cleaver to the attendees of a 

special June 29 reception for the 

Congressional Black Caucus. òWe 

need to find a way into the future 

and that way is through a clean 

energy future. Unlike previous 

revolutions, I am not going to let 

this 21 st Century leave us behind. 

You are investing in how we 

change that paradigm.ó 

Congressman Cleaverñthe 

former mayor of Kansas City, 

Missouri who served as President 

of the National Conference of 

Black Mayors from 1996 -1998ñ

spoke from the unique perspective 

of having served locally and now 

in Washington, to implement 

clean energy policies and 

programs.  During his tenure, he 

led his cityõs greening efforts 

which laid the foundation for its 

present day Green Impact Zone, 

one of the vanguard models of 

municipal green economic 

development in the country.  

Dean of the Congressional Black 

Caucus Rep. John Conyers could 

be found engaged in provocative 

conversation, sharing his 

experiences and political wisdom 

throughout the evening.  

Congressional veteran Rep. 

Donald Payne, serving his 11 th  

term, in his remarks, stressed the 

importance of internships, 

fellowships and scholarships as 

incentives to promote the 

development of the next 

generation of leaders in The 

Green Economy. òGreen is the 

way to go,ó he said. 

Rep. Donna Edwards (D -Md.) 

closed the evening with a spirited 

plea for mayors to continue to 

hold real conversations with 

policymakers that will lead to true 

partnerships.  

Rep. Donna Edwards (l) and Mayor Shirley Gibson  

Rep. John Conyers (l), Mayors Joyce Davis and Pat-

rick Green  

Mayor Robert Bowser (l), NCBM Executive Director 

Vanessa Williams and Rep. Donald Payne  

Congressional Black Caucus Reception held June 29  

Rep. Emanuel Cleaver (at podium), Rev. Lennox Year-

wood and Vanessa Williams  



CITY GOVERNMENT 

An Environmental Protection 
Department or Department of 
Sustainability 

Energy Efficiency Standards for 
Public Buildings  

Public Vehicle Hybrid/Electric 
Conversion Plan 

Environmentally Friendly Purchasing 
Policy for All City Agencies  

 

POLLUTION REDUCTION 

Recycling Program 

Waste Disposal Reduction Plan 

 

GREEN COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT 

Green Construction Standards for 
New Buildings 

Development of Public Parks and 
Green Spaces 

Increased Connectivity of Dedicated 
Bike Lanes and Pedestrian Access 
Routes 

Community Service and Engagement 
Initiatives (community cleanups, 
tree plantings, bike-to-work days, 
bring your own bag campaigns, 
incentives to use energy efficient 
appliances) 

Brownfields Redevelopment 

GREEN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

Green Collar Job Training Programs 

Green Collar Job Development 

Green Business Development (e.g. 
incentives for businesses to use 
more energy efficient lighting) 

Clean, Renewable Energy Transition 
Plan 

Key Elements of A Green City Plan  
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The National Conference of Black Mayors and the Hip Hop Caucus Educational Fund is 

committed to working collectively to ensure that comprehensive energy legislation is passed 

by the U.S. Congress.    

 

This legislation must provide for a reasonable, responsible  and affordable transition to clean 

energy sources to sustain our country's economy, protect  our environment and preserve our 
nation's natural resources.    

 

 

 

 1. Energy Affordability ð Lawmakers must ensure new laws do not unreasonably 

increase the cost of energy for moderate and low income families.  

 

  

2. Prohibit Wealth Redistribution ð Lawmakers  must ensure the new laws  do not place 

the cost of new  energy policies on individual  states or regions. The burden  must be 

distributed evenly  across the country..  

 

  

3. Prohibit Regressive Taxation ð Lawmakers must  ensure that new energy policies  do 

not place the costs of  addressing carbon emissions  on the backs of moderate  and low income 

minority  households. 

 

  

4. Cost Containment ð Lawmakers must ensure that new energy laws are developed in a 

manner that minimizes the impact of the cost of compliance with carbon on moderate and 

low income households.  

 

  

5. Low Income Assistance ð Lawmakers  must ensure LIHEAP is  expanded and is 

effectively  implemented to reach the  neediest households expeditiously.  

 

  

6. Individual Needs ð Lawmakers must ensure  the communities with the  greatest needs 

are provided  the new Green Jobs.  

 

  

7. Balance Environment and Economy ðLawmakers must ensure the  new energy laws 

balance environmental  improvements  with economic development.  
 

Seven Guiding Principles  

for Federal Energy Policy and Communities of Color  
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Gulf Voices: Oil Disaster  
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ôAmericans donõt want band-aid 

solutions to this crisis. They want 

comprehensive action. Now is not 

the time for delays. Now is the 

time for leaders in the Senate to 

act,õ 

Keith Overton, Senior VP and CEO of 

Tradewinds Island Resort of Escambia, 

Florida at the Gulf Voices press conference 

on June 16, 2010 

ôIt is time for our leaders to put aside the 

partisan bickering. Our citizens ask us for 

resources and everyone knows we donõt 

have it. Sometimes you have to stand up, 

force action, hold your elected officials ac-

countable and see who truly represents 

you,õ 

NCBM 3rd Vice President Mayor Ron Davis of Prichard, 

Alabama at the Gulf Voices Democratic Caucus hearing 

on June 17, 2010 

ôThis is the straw that has broken the 

camelõs back. For over 40 years, we have 

been advocating clean energy. Louisiana 

needs oil because it is the only industry 

they developed.  It did not have to be that 

way, but it is. It is time to do something 

different,õ  

Beverly Wright, Founder of the Deep South Center for 

Environmental Justice at Dillard University in New 

Orleans, Louisiana at the Gulf Voices press conference 

on June 16, 2010 
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òTo catch the reader's attention, place an interesting sentence or quote from the 

story here.ó 

to a Clean Energy Future  
 

On June 16 -17, a delegation 

of the National Conference 

of Black Mayors joined 

nearly 100 Gulf Coast 

residents from Florida, 

Louisiana, Mississippi and 

Alabama who have been 

personally affected by the 

BP Gulf Coast oil leak, for a 

Gulf Voices Forum in 

Washington, D.C.  The 

participants visited Capitol 

Hill to share their stories 

with their Senators and 

express their support of 

comprehensive climate and 

clean energy legislation.   

 

T h e  M a y o r s  j o i n e d 

representatives from the 

tourism industry, coastal 

business owners, charter 

boat captains, Native 

Americans and others. In a 

special hearing with the 

Democratic Caucus, Mayor 

Davis joined a four -member 

panel that represented the 

Gulf Voices group in its 

appeal to Congress.  

 

In addition to 30 Senate 

meetings including nine 

Member meetings, residents 

participated in a press 

conference, appeared in a 

m u l t i t u d e  o f  m e d i a 

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a n d 

underwent message and 

media training.  

 

Since returning home, forum 

participants have continued 

to engage the media and 

public in continuing to share 

their stories.  

ôThe door to the White House is open for specific recommen-

dations on how to help. We want, not theoretical, but practi-

cal dialogue. We think about the persons, not just the policy,õ 

Michael Blake, Associate Director of White House Offices of Intergovernmental 

Affairs and Public Engagement, at the Gulf Voices Breakfast on June 17, 2010  

ôWe cannot wait. How are we 

leaving our planet for the 

next generation? We must act 

now. We must do it for our 

children and our childrenõs 

children,õ 

Reverend Lennox Yearwood, President 

of the Hip Hop Caucus, holding up a 

glass of water and oil at the Gulf 

Voices Breakfast on June 17, 2010 to 

demonstrate the need for America to 

commit to a clean energy future  
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