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A publication of The National Conference of Black Mayors 



The National Conference of 

Black Mayors is pleased to 

present to you our newest pub-

lication, Groundwork magazine. 

Groundwork brings a refreshing 

perspective of living humanity 

to its readers.  Many lives have 

been positively impacted by the 

rich legacy of Black mayors 

over the past three decades.  

In order to touch the lives of 

people, you must be on the 

ground. And that is where you 

will find us. That is where we 

work. 

City halls stand at the heart of 

American cities and mayors are 

essential to the national dia-

logue, the determination of 

solutions and effective imple-

mentation of federal policies. 

Groundwork provides a plat-

form for the voices of our mem-

ber mayors and partners in the 

public and private sectors on 

the vital issues that prevail in 

every community. 

As an organization, NCBM has 

been a hidden pillar, supporting 

and reinforcing the work of 

mayors across the country 

since 1974.   

Through the extraordinary vi-

sion of NCBM Executive Direc-

tor Vanessa R. Williams, the 

integral non-profit organization 

of NCBM has been transformed 

into an international institution. 

Whether NCBM member may-

ors represent populations of 

2,000 or 2 million, mayors have 

now become beacons of light 

and ambassadors of hope for 

foreign governments facing 

vulnerable populations, devel-

oping economies and embat-

tled infrastructures. 

Our mayors’ work and care will 

come alive throughout the 

pages of Groundwork. 

Groundwork Editor 

Dora Muhammad 

NCBM Director of Communica-

tions and International Affairs 

Welcome to Groundwork! 

Partner with us 

Editorial Vision 

served by local government 

leaders. It serves as a forum 

and clearinghouse for informa-

tion that can ensure a proper 

exchange among those commit-

ted to achieving balanced and 

sustainable community devel-

opment.  

You can look to Groundwork for 

a candid exploration of public 

policy issues and challenges, 

resourceful information and 

news you can use, international 

reports, and featured profiles 

on people, organizations and 

leaders making a difference on 

the ground. 

Groundwork serves as the edi-

torial voice of the National Con-

ference of Black Mayors, docu-

menting, promoting and featur-

ing the essential work of its 

members and supporters.  

It is a source of vital municipal 

information for the citizens 
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You can 

look to 

Groundwork 

for a candid 

exploration 

of public 

policy 

issues and 

challenges. 

Philadelphia City Hall 

NCBM’s global reach results 

from established partnerships 

with mayoral associations, 

presidents, heads of states in 

Africa, Colombia, Europe, 

China, Haiti, Brazil, and the 

Caribbean.  

Corporate partners support the 

work of NCBM through their 

membership of the NCBM Busi-

ness Council, which provides 

them with the opportunity to 

interface with the NCBM mem-

bership and collaborate on 

various programs within NCBM 

member cities. 

Groundwork invites you to sup-

port our work. Advertise in the 

magazine! Join the NCBM Busi-

ness Council! Become a Com-

munications Partner!  

 

(see pages 6-8) 

For more information,  contact 

the NCBM national office at 

(404) 765-6444. 

Representing over 650 mayors 

domestically and over 19,000 

internationally, the National 

Conference of Black Mayors 

continues to broaden its reach 

and interest.  

Its arm extends to elected offi-

cials, community activists, 

grassroots organizations, cor-

porate partners, foreign govern-

ments and municipal leaders 

across all sectors who support 

the work of NCBM. 



Format 

Four-color 

Standard newsstand size 

80 pages 

 45 editorial 

 35 ad 

Frequency: Quarterly 

 March (spring) 

 June (summer) 

 September (fall) 

 December (winter) 

 

Target launch:  

March 2010 

Circulation 

2010: Subscription-based 

2011: Newsstand 

2012: Bimonthly 

Magazine Specs 

Editorial Departments 

Municipal Watch 

 Mayors on the Move 

 Under The Radar (local news 

briefs) 

 Vitals (statistics, resources, 

reports, studies, ’how to’) 

 

 

Working Together Works 

 Corporate Partners 

 National Organizations 

 Grassroots Organizations 

 Federal Agencies 

 

 

NCBM International 

 Country reports 

 Diaspora Outlook 

 International Issues Forum 

 

 

 

 

Sectors 

 Health Care 

 Education 

 Family/Community  

 Economic Development 

 Technology 

 Urban/Rural Development 

 Crime & Justice 

 Gender Equality 

 Energy & The Environment 

 Arts & Culture 

 

 

Special Features 

 In-depth Exclusive Interviews 

 Human Interest Articles 

 Special Photo Essays 

Voices 

 President’s Page 

 Desk of the Executive Director 

 Notes from the Editor 

 Getting Down to Business 

(Business Council) 

 Mayors Matter 

 Letters to the Editor 

 

 

NCBM News 

 Organizational Updates 

 Membership News 

 Program Reports 

 Policy Statements  

 Partnership Developments 

 

 

Congressional Corner 

 On The Floor (legislation) 

 Local Impact 

 Up For Discussion (opinion) 
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Democratic Majority Whip 

US Rep. James Clyburn 

NCBM Policy Summit 

US Rep. Maxine Waters and 

Tuskegee Mayor Omar Neal  

NCBM Policy Summit 

Cheryl Parker-Rose 

Office of House Speaker Pelosi 

NCBM Policy Summit 

NCBM Health Care Mission 

Cartegena, Colombia 

NCBM Trade Mission 

Kampala, Uganda 

Edmund Deveaux 

United Water 

NCBM Business Council Chair 



When seven Black mayors were 

called together for a meeting 

Fayette, Mississippi in 1972, 

little did they know that they 

would be planting the seeds for 

an organization that would 

come to represent more than 

650 Black mayors, and posi-

tively affect the lives of millions 

of people around the world.  

 

A year later, 15 Black mayors 

met in Alabama to form the 

Alabama Conference of Black 

Mayors; only to meet with five 

additional mayors formally in 

1974 in Santee, South Carolina 

to form the Southern Confer-

ence of Black Mayors (SCBM).  

Its mission was simple: to 

serve. But the task was not.  

 

Black mayors needed technical 

and management assistance 

almost as much as they needed 

economic development.  

 

SCBM was committed to provid-

ing these services to a rapidly 

growing roster of Black mayors. 

All of this, while keeping its own 

self afloat in a sea that was not 

totally supportive of its efforts.  

 

When Midwestern mayors re-

quested membership in SCBM, 

realizing the need for an organi-

zation such as this, SCBM ex-

panded and became the Na-

tional Conference of Black May-

ors.  

 

Today, the National Conference 

of Black Mayors represents 

more than 650 mayors across 

the United States.  Collectively, 

its membership represents 

more than 48 million citizens. 

NATIONAL BANKING ASSOC.: A 

strong, viable local economy is 

the cornerstone of the sustain-

ability of a municipality. NCBM 

has partnered with the National 

Banking Association to offer a 

National Economic Develop-

ment Program. This program 

will provide a nationwide train-

ing program for small busi-

nesses, community banks, and 

community development finan-

cial institutions (CDFI's). 

US CENSUS BUREAU: The cen-

sus population totals determine 

how more than $3 million is 

allocated in state and federal 

funding to communities over 

the course of a decade. As a 

national partner with the U.S. 

Census Bureau, NCBM intends 

to utilize its capacity to over-

come all barriers to reaching 

every segment within our com-

munities to ensure a fair and 

accurate census count.  

BROADBAND INITIATIVE: Univer-

sal access to broadband infra-

structure is one of the most 

critical civil rights issue of this 

millennium. The fiscal and so-

cial health of communities de-

pend on harnessing IT to en-

able city governments to de-

velop more efficient processes 

to deliver public services, man-

age their administrations and 

thus empower citizens to en-

gage in the global marketplace. 

NCBM Founding 

NCBM Priority Programs/Partnerships for 2010 

NCBM Mission 

inghouse on information perti-

nent to municipal development 

and financing. 

 

NCBM provides technical and 

management assistance 

through cutting-edge research, 

best practices and partner-

ships.  

 

NCBM enables its mayors to 

challenge and overcome grap-

pling issues that erode the 

vitality and sustainability of our 

nation’s cities. 

 

NCBM State Chapters were 

established to be the vehicles 

through which the delivery of 

technical assistance is facili-

tated. 

 

Fifteen current chapters of 

NCBM provide the membership 

with a local avenue for ad-

dressing issues of importance. 

The National Conference of 

Black Mayors is a leader in the 

redevelopment of our most 

vulnerable communities and 

works towards the empower-

ment of leadership on the local 

level.  

 

Its mission is to enhance the 

executive management capac-

ity of its member mayors. 

NCBM articulates public policy 

positions and serves as a clear-
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The National 

Conference of 

Black Mayors is a 

leader in the 

redevelopment of 

our most 

vulnerable 

communities. 



Member Cities with Populations 50,000+ 
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Mayor Velma Jenkins 

Shuqualak, Mississippi 

NCBM Women’s Caucus Chair 

Mayor Michael Nutter 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Mayor Kevin Johnson 

Sacramento, California 

NCBM Technical Training  

Port-au-Prince, Haiti 

NCBM Working Visit 

Adamawa State, Nigeria 

Agricultural Development Tour 

Adamawa State, Nigeria 

Name Municipality State Population % African American 

Michael Nutter Philadelphia PA 1,517,550 43.2 

Dave Bing Detroit MI 951,270 81.6 

Michael B. Coleman Columbus OH 711,470 24.5 

Anthony Foxx Charlotte NC 687,456 33.7 

Shelia Dixon Baltimore MD 651,154 64.3 

A.C. Wharton Memphis TN 650,100 61.4 

Adrian M. Fenty Washington DC 572,059 60.0 

C. Ray Nagin New Orleans LA 484,674 67.3 

Frank G. Jackson Cleveland OH 478,403 51.0 

Kasim Reed Atlanta GA 416,474 61.4 

Ron Dellums Oakland CA 399,484 35.7 

Mark L. Mallory Cincinnati OH 331,285 42.9 

Byron W. Brown Buffalo NY 292,648 37.2 

Corey Booker Newark NJ 273,546 53.5 

Melvin Kip Holden Baton Rouge LA 227,818 50.0 

Cedric B. Glover Shreveport LA 200,145 50.8 

Samuel Jones Mobile AL 198,915 46.3 

Dwight Jones Richmond VA 197,790 57.2 

William V. Bell Durham NC 187,035 43.8 

Harvey Johnson, Jr. Jackson MS 184,256 70.6 

John Marks Tallahassee FL 150,624 34.2 

Otis S. Johnson Savannah GA 131,510 57.1 

William D. Euille Alexandria VA 128,283 22.5 

Roosevelt F. Dorn Inglewood CA 112,580 47.1 

Shirley Gibson Miami Gardens FL 105,414 79.0 

Rudy Clay Gary IN 102,746 84.0 

E. Denise Simmons Cambridge MA 101,355 11.9 

James Holley Portsmouth VA 100,565 50.6 

Eric Perrodin Compton CA 93,493 40.3 

Douglas Palmer Trenton NJ 85,403 52.1 

Setti Warren Newton MA 83,829 1.9 

Jay Williams Youngstown OH 82,026 43.8 

Gwendolyn A. Faison Camden NJ 79,904 53.3 

Brenda L. Lawrence Southfield MI 78,296 54.2 

Bobby Hopewell Kalamazoo MI 77,145 20.6 

Willie Adams, Jr. Albany GA 76,939 64.8 

Lorraine Morton Evanston IL 74,239 22.5 

James M. Baker Wilmington DE 72,664 56.4 

Robert L. Bowser East Orange NJ 69,824 89.5 

Terry Bellamy Asheville NC 68,889 17.6 

Ernest D. Davis Mount Vernon NY 68,381 59.6 

Wayne Smith Irvington NJ 60,695 81.7 

Scott Jackson Hamden CT 58,180 15.5 

Wayne J. Hall, Sr. Village of Hempstead NY 56,554 52.5 

Carl Redus Pine Bluff AR 55,085 65.9 

Jamie Mayo Monroe LA 53,107 61.1 
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“NCBM has been a great 

resource to Waste 

Management and other 

Business Council 

Members. The staff and 

member Mayors have 

always made 

themselves available 

when I have called upon 

them.” 

Everett Bass 

Waste Management 

Former Chair 

NCBM Business Council  

 

 

BUSINESS COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 

NAME OF ORGANIZATION:   

 

_____________________________________________________________ 

Will become a member of the NCBM Business Council for the year 2010 

 

PRIMARY REPRESENTATIVE: 

Name__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Title ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Signature _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City/State/Zip ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Telephone ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Fax   ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Email    _________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Website ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Assistant’s Name ________________________________________________________________ 

 
Person listed above will represent your organization on the Business Council and is authorized by your organization to 

receive all correspondence and benefits of the Business Council. 

 

ANNUAL DUES: 

 A check for the annual dues of $5,000, payable to The National Conference of 

Black Mayors, Inc. is enclosed. 

 

 Please invoice us for the annual dues of $5,000. 

 

RETURN THIS COMPLETED FORM AND DUES PAYMENT TO: 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF BLACK MAYORS 

THE BUSINESS COUNCIL 

Centennial Tower, 101 Marietta Street, Suite 3410 

Atlanta, GA 30303 

 

 



Ad Specs 

Acceptable File Formats 

Digital preferred 

Mac Platform: OS X 

Quark Xpress 7 

Photoshop CS3 or lower 

Illustrator CS3 or lower 

PDFs hi-res (only) convert all fonts to paths 

FTP site info for download 

Full color 4/C process 

Please include all fonts and supporting images 

7MB -10mb limit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Send Ads to: 

Studio Named Bermudez 

Donald Bermudez 

2380 Brownstone Ct 

Marietta, GA 30062 

 

770-321-1853 

770-856-0628 cell 

snbermudez@bellsouth.net 
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Ad Closing Dates 

SEPTEMBER (Fall) 

Ad close: August 20 

Art due: August 25 

Mail date:  September  10 

 

DECEMBER (Winter) 

Ad close: November 19 

Art due: November 24 

Mail date: December 10 

 MARCH (Spring) 

Ad close: February 19 

Art due: February 24 

Mail date: March 12 

 

JUNE (Summer) 

Ad close: May  21 

Art due: May 26 

Mail date: June 11  

Back Cover $3,000 
 

Inside Front Cover $2,500 
 

Inside Back Cover $2,000 
 

Facing Contents $1,800 
 

Full Page color $1,500 
 

Full Page B&W $   800 
 

Half Page B&W $   500 

 

 

Issue 
 

Spring 
 

Summer 
 

Fall 
 

Winter 

 

Check (payable to National Conference of Black Mayors) 

     

Charge (circle one): 
          AMEX       Discover     MasterCard  Visa 

 

Credit Card Number 

 

__________________________________________________  

 

Expiration Date_____________________________________ 

 

Signature__________________________________________  
 

_____________________________________________ 
Print Contact Name  

 

_____________________________________________ 
Daytime Contact Telephone Number 

Ad Insertion Form (please submit one form per ad for multiple publication issues) 

 

Name_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Municipality/Organization/Company_____________________________________________ 

 

Address_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

City___________________________________ State_____________ Zip Code____________ 

 

Email_______________________________________________________________________ 

Mail reply form and payment to:  

National Conference of Black Mayors 

Centennial Tower 

101 Marietta Street, Suite 3410 

Atlanta, GA 30303 

ATTN: Groundwork Magazine Ads 



1-Year Subscription      $12 
  (four issues) 
 

2-Year Subscription      $18 
  (eight issues) 

Subscription Rates and Reply Form 

2010 Media Kit 

Magazine prototype unveiled at 

35th Annual Convention 

October 21-25, 2009 
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"[NCBM] is still here. It 

is still functioning. It is 

still contributing to the 

national dialogue. It is 

still influencing and 

affecting national 

policies." 

 

The Honorable  

Richard Hatcher 

NCBM Past President 

(1978-1982) 

Former Mayor 

Gary, Indiana 

(1967-1987) 

Mail reply form and payment to:  

National Conference of Black Mayors 

Centennial Tower 

101 Marietta Street, Suite 3410 

Atlanta, GA 30303 

ATTN: Groundwork Magazine Subscriptions 

Check (payable to National Conference of Black Mayors) 

     

Charge (circle one): 
          AMEX       Discover     MasterCard  Visa 

 

Credit Card Number 

 

___________________________________________________  

 

Expiration Date______________________________________ 

 

Signature___________________________________________  
 

_______________________________________________ 
Print Contact Name  

 

_______________________________________________ 
Daytime Contact Telephone Number 

   Subscribe TODAY to  

Groundwork Magazine 

The Official Publication of the National Conference of Black Mayors 



NCBM National Office 

Centennial Tower 

101 Marietta Street, Suite 3410 

Atlanta, GA 30303 

Phone: 404-765-6444 

Fax: 404-765-6430 

Email: groundwork@ncbm.org 

www.ncbm.org 

Contact Us 

Groundwork…  

where we can touch humanity 

òT he lack of knowledge is universal, be it 

Jamaica or Jackson, Mississippi; Tanzania or Talla-

hassee, Florida; Colombia or Columbus, Ohio; South 

Africa or Sacramento, California.   Our communities 

are the last to know about the abundant funding 

tools and resources available to them to develop 

their communities.   God has allowed me to gain this 

information both domestically and internationally, 

in both the public and private sectors.   It is impera-

tive that this information is used where the rubber 

meets the road: to empower people throughout our 

global communities.ò 

NCBM 36TH ANNUAL CONVENTION  CINCINNATI, OHIO May 12-16, 2010  

NCBM Executive Director 

Vanessa R. Williams 

 

 


